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Dear Mr. Caton:

Enclosed herewith are five copies (original and four) of
Co_ents by this firJI, "In the Matter of Re.trict Rounding of
Distance Separation Calculations, Notice of Proposed Rule Making,
MM Docket 93-226, FCC 93-373".

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
this office.

sincerely,

DGE:lIlcw
Enclosure

~. of Copies rec'd
UstA8COE G:t-t

/
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COHEN, DIPPELL AND EVERIST, P. C.
REGARDING NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING

The following cOllllllents are provided by Cohen, Dippell and

Everist, P.C., Consulting Engineers ("CDE") on the Notice of

Proposed Rule Making (HNotice H) adopted July 27, 1993 (released

August 27, 1993). CDE and its predecessors have practiced before

the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") for more than fifty

(50) years representing the broadcast industry on professional

engineering matters.

In the Notice, the Commission addressed certain issues

relating to the compliance of the Commission's minimum distance

spacings between FM stations. In instances where, an applicant's

site is not in compliance with the rules, the Commission proposes

to compute the distance to the nearest 1/100th of a kilometer (10

meters), or to two decimal places. V

CDE understands the Commission's desire to expedite its

decision-making processes in comparative hearings and other

situations. However, of utmost importance is how the Commission

VThe Commis.ion's Ratice contends the adoption of this modification will reduce
interference to I'M .tations. we do not believe that the current rule permits any
significant interference due to the planning factors involved.
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intends to apply the particular rule to exiating sites that are or

may become short-spaced due to this rule change. It is imperative

the Commission state how these situations will be treated. In

addition, CDE wishes to apprise the co..ission of its following

Observations over the years.

First, both the FCC and the FAA request site data information

to the nearest second. Under its, "hard look" policy the FCC has

required submission of verifiable site locations plotted on USGS

7.5 minute series topographic maps and has allowed "interpretation

errors" up to one second. Hence, site locations prepared under

this policy may be up to one second in latitude (approximately 30

meters) and one second in longitude (approximately 25 meters) in

error; for a total potential error of 39 meters.

Second, applications prepared prior to the "hard look" period

may be further in error since less diligence (or where up-to-date

maps were unavailable) was required in determining the site

locations; particularly in areas where the only available reference

was a lS-minute topographic map.

Third, during the course of preparing FM applications, this

office has notified several site corrections in geographic

coordinates to the FCC; often based on USGS plot of the actual

tower site on photorevised updated maps.
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As an alternative, eDE reco...nds that the distance be rounded

to the nearest 0.1 km for the followinq reasons:

(a)

(b)

(c)

This methodology is consistent with TV rules

Lends flexibility to siting of antenna tower to optimum
location on property since .inor deviations of less than
100 meters would not result in violation of minimum
spacing rules.

Errors in geographic coordinates~ of less than one
second in longitude and latitude!' will not result in
violations of minimum spacing rule.

Furthermore, it is unclear how the rule will be applied to

adjacent countries for which the United states has agreements.

Therefore, the purpose of this filing is to have the

Commission firmly establish when and how the revised Section

73.208(c) (8) of the rules will be used. Historically, over the

years eDE has seen rule interpretations "evolveil such that the

original intent of the rule becomes obscured.

Respectfully Submitted By,

~CDB, therefore, .uo.it. that it i. not po••ible with any degr.. of reliability
to determine .tation .pacinga to the accuracy deaired in the Notice baaed on
"official" PCC coordinate. of all the PM atations.

1Iwe note adoption of RAD-83 coordinate. .y.tem would re.ult in different
geographic coordinate. for moat atation.. Adoption of more re.trictive rule.
will complicate the conver.ion to NAD-83 coordinate••


